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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Engaging Campus Communities 
 

DALLAS (August 27, 2015) – Recent news regarding Baylor University and the conviction of one 

of their football players of second degree sexual assault has many talking about the epidemic of 

sexual violence on campuses across the nation. One in five women will be sexually assaulted 

during their time in college in the state of Texas, according to the National Sexual Violence 

Resource Center (NSVRC). Of particular concern in the situation at Baylor is officials’ potential 

knowledge of the sexual assault accusation and previous violent acts committed by the student 

athlete. A lack of response by university officials who may have had this knowledge is cause for 

further alarm. The outrage expressed by many illustrates the need for communities to come 

together in order to confront this grave issue facing our nation’s young people.  

The concern among students, parents, and community members is not only that sexual assault 

occurs, but that institutions may not act swiftly enough in investigating reports, holding 

perpetrators accountable and protecting survivors. When situations such as the one at Baylor 

are brought to light, concerns about the ethical responsibility and accountability of college 

officials must be explored. College officials, (i.e. athletic directors, professors, coaches, campus 

police, deans, staff and chancellors) who have knowledge of a student who committed such an 

egregious act of violence such as sexual assault, and who keep that information confidential, 

can only be seen as complicit in contributing to a social climate that supports violence. These 

situations call into question the priority of college officials – protecting the reputation of the 

institution or caring about the health, safety, well-being and education of the individuals, and 

community, it serves. The concern also arises regarding whether the response by officials, or 

lack thereof, leads to college and university environments where violence is viewed as 

tolerated, and in some instances, even sanctioned.   

Title IX, a federal law, protects students attending institutions of higher education against equal 

rights violations, including sexual violence. Under this law, universities are held accountable 

through potentially cutting or removing all federal funding, including federal student grants. 

This consequence, while effective for some public universities, does not carry as much weight 

with private universities with large endowments. The Campus SaVE Act, which updates the 

existing Jeanne Cleary Act, compliments Title IX and encourages transparency, accountability, 

education and collaboration. We have an obligation as community members to uphold laws 

that have been thoughtfully crafted by our elected officials to support sexual assault survivors. 
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CALL TO ACTION:  

Dallas Area Rape Crisis Center invites others concerned about this crisis on college campuses to 

join with us. Communities (especially university and college campuses) must become proactive 

in addressing these major social issues. It is imperative that campus communities partner with 

local sexual assault service providers, outside of the campus system, to create and sustain a 

comprehensive response to sexual violence on campus. Policies ensuring our young people are 

safe in the hands of trusted institutions responsible for their well-being and education must be 

created and enforced – on the campus level, and in our community and criminal justice 

responses. Furthermore, we encourage and challenge individuals and communities to:   

 ensure that law enforcement, policy makers, and college officials are held accountable 

for the safety of students; 

 demand that victims and survivors are fairly represented in the media; 

 encourage campus leaders to look to model programs around the nation for guidance, 

as well as their local sexual assault service agency, for assistance in developing policies 

and practices; 

 support organizations & businesses in addressing sexual assault as a public health crisis; 

and 

 require educational institutions to equally support the learning and well-being of each 

individual. 

Most importantly we call the community to treat victims with dignity and respect. 

### 
Dallas Area Rape Crisis Center (DARCC) is the only comprehensive rape crisis center in Dallas County exclusively for 

sexual assault survivors: Providing advocacy, counseling, crisis intervention, prevention education, training, and 

support to anyone impacted by sexual violence. 


